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Kia Ora to our St Peters School Community 
 
My first musing being, where has the year gone? It seems like only yesterday  since we were thinking vaguely about 
the School Production back at the start of the year and now the Stage performances are done.  This production  
showcased the fabulous talent we have in our School  and I and the Board have had so many wonderful comments 
from people who attended the Show . The Board would like to say thank you to the team of talented parents and 
teachers working diligently behind the scenes to make this happen as this does not happen without all your attention 
to detail and work.   To our Students, congratulations to you all for all the hard work in rehearsals and the 
performances were truly outstanding, I hope you never forget the sound of the applause, it is a magical feeling and 
we as a community are very proud of you all. 
 
Proprietors Reps 
Recently, our Proprietors representative Bill Brocklebank has stepped down from his position and this ends his long 
association with our School in an “official capacity”.  1982 is the year when Bill joined our School Community and has 
been part of the fabric of our school ever since, quite an achievement to which I and the rest of the BOT, stand and 
applaud your commitment to our community.   Also, Monsignor David has retired from the Parish and this also meant 
he has retired from the BOT as well.  There have been many farewells for the Mons and we again wish him well in his 
retirement.   
 
A last word from Bill Brocklebank 
My association with St Peter’s goes back over 33 years.  
My first contact was in December 1981 when I visited as the newly appointed Principal, a position I was to take up in 
January 1982. I was the first Lay Principal after 78 years of the Principal being a member of the Sisters of Our Lady 
of the Missions. St Peter’s had recently been integrated into the State system so there were plenty of changes 
occurring. There were 6 classrooms and 150 children and I was a teaching Principal. I had no release time and a 
secretary for only part of the day. One of the important duties for a member of my class was to answer the telephone 
in the afternoon. Their instructions were to take a message or call me if it was the Queen or the Minister of Education. 
Needless to say I didn’t get many calls. 
The school grew steadily over the next 5 years and when I left at the end of 1986 the roll was about 220. At that point 
there were 7 classrooms and I was still a full time classroom teacher but there was also a full time secretary. 
Over the 5 years I can recall the many working bees we had. A major task was the building of the adventure 
playground. It was quite a feat and required many Saturday mornings to complete. I also remember one fantastic 
bottle drive that we had where the bottles were stacked in crates and took up about a quarter of the field. I seem to 
remember we raised a fantastic amount of money. 
I remember our first computer in 1984. It was an Apple lle, the very latest in technology. Even then we had some 
whizz kids who knew a lot more than their teacher. Another first in technology was the photo copier. It was much 
appreciated by all the staff as now they no longer had to put up with the smell of methylated spirits and get purple ink 
on their hands from using the Banda duplicator. 



I was appointed to St Joseph’s in Fairfield in 1987. I chose to stay living in Cambridge so I still had an interest in the 
school. After 15 years in Fairfield I resigned and went to London in 2002-2003.  
I was back at St Peter’s as Acting-Principal in November 2004 and the first thing I had to deal with was the centenary 
celebrations which began the day after I started. I had 5 weeks until the end of the year. 
I was appointed to the Board by the Bishop in 2005 and stayed for about 2 years. I had a year away but was 
reappointed in 2007, I think. I now believe it is time to go once more. I have enjoyed my long association with St 
Peter’s. It is a truly wonderful school with a dedicated Principal and staff and Board. I am sure it will continue to 
prosper and turn out successful and caring students in the years to come. I will continue to take an interest in what is 
going on and pop in from time to time for morning tea.  
Best wishes for the future. 
 
God Bless 
Bill Brocklebank 
 
In light of Bill’s and the Mons retirement, we have appointed two new members to our Board as the Parish Proprietors 
Representatives, Lisa Townsend and Marion Bennett.  See further on for the introduction from each of these ladies, 
and a very warm welcome to the BOT.  
 
Introducing Lisa Townsend 
Hi, my name is Lisa Townsend. My husband is Mike and we have two boys Henry and Sam. Henry completed year 8 
at St Peter's last year and is now at St John's in Hamilton and Sam is currently in year five at St Peter's Catholic.  I 
have been involved in Early Childhood Education for 17 years. I obtained a diploma in Early Childhood in Australia 
later returning home to NZ to gain a Bachelor of Education – specialising in Montessori Early childhood education. I 
am currently enjoying teaching at Waikato Montessori in Tamahere.  I have been a member of St Peter's Catholic 
Parish since we moved to Cambridge from Auckland, four years ago. I am excited in joining the Board of Trustees 
and will endeavour to fulfill my role as a proprietor's representative to the best of my ability. 

Introducing Marion Bennett 
I have been married to my husband Martin for 36 years.  We have three children 2 girls and a boy who all went 
through St Peter’s Catholic School. 

During the children's time at school I was the Parish Secretary, a Proprietors Rep on the BOT and started as a 
teacher aide. I was employed by the school for just on 15 years. 
I resigned last year to work fully in our own business importing agricultural components out of Italy, Turkey and 
China.    When the opportunity was presented to re-join the BOT, it was a way for me to carry on my involvement with 
St Peter’s Catholic School. 
 
Donations 
As mentioned in our last newsletter, we offered a prize draw to those families that have paid the School Donation for 
2015.  To Jo Donovan, the Branje family and the Jolley Family,  Congratulations on your “win” and for your support of 
our school.  
 
If you have overlooked paying your School Donation as yet, please do contact Donna at the School office as soon as 
possible to arrange as the Ministry of Education funding the school receives is less than the cost for the basic 
operational running of the school. Our school needs contributions from parents to close this funding gap and that is 
the reason we seek your contributions (school donation). We are working hard to keep the parent contributions at the 
same level as previous years, and the contributions we receive from parents are an essential part of the operating 
costs and are vital for the ongoing running and development of St Peter’s Catholic School. We as a BOT thank you 
for your ongoing support.  
 
Teacher Innovation Fund Grant 
Congratulations to Debra and our teachers in securing the funding for the “Boys Literacy” Project.  This is an exciting 
time for our staff to get the opportunity to work with the Waikato University researchers, to question, evolve, consider 
practical ways to raise Student Achievement.   This is what education is all about and I think this is a fine example of 
our school building a “culture of excellence” to which we all are part of and contribute to.  



 
Technology - Google Docs and Gmail facilities 
You may be aware that the school and your children have access to the Google Docs platform which allows the 
electronic work your children complete to be held in a “cloud” file rather than a hard drive which used to run out of 
space, Google offers our  school the unique opportunity to have unlimited data storage and allows all work to be 
saved and now cannot be lost or even deleted.  
 
As a Board, we have also been introduced to the world of the Google Docs platform and recently have had training in 
this area to show how we can share and use documents more efficiently in relation to Board matters under the 
Google docs sharing file system and for me it does highlight how fast our world is changing and how we all need to 
upskill and continue to learn and evolve just like our children are.  
 
As I have said at the start of this newsletter, this year is most definitely running away from us, but I and the Board 
would like to take this time to thank your for your continued support of our children and our school as the saying goes, 
“it takes a community to raise a child”  
 
Ka kite ano 
Nicky Knowles - BOT Chair  
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